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Competitive States Rating
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Up from No. 4 in the U.S. last year, Louisiana ranks among top
seven  nationally  for  economic  development  performance  for
sixth consecutive year

BATON ROUGE, La. — Today, Site Selection rated Louisiana’s
economic  development  efforts  No.  2  in  the  nation  in  its
ranking of Top Competitive States for 2014. In its evaluation
of economic development performance by each of the 50 states,
the magazine once again singled out Louisiana for its record
of new and expanded facilities, high capital investment and
substantial job creation. Following a fourth-place finish in
2013, Louisiana’s new ranking places it in the top seven for
the sixth consecutive year.

Gov. Bobby Jindal said, “From day one of this administration,
we have made economic development our top priority. We have
worked hard to attract and retain good jobs that will keep our
sons and daughters here in the Louisiana workforce instead of
forcing them to leave the state to pursue careers elsewhere,
and our hard work continues to pay off. This accolade from
Site Selection magazine reaffirms the great progress we have
made in improving Louisiana’s economic competitiveness.”

Since January 2008, Louisiana Economic Development has secured
significant economic development wins that are resulting in
more than 91,000 new jobs and more than $62 billion in new
capital investment in Louisiana. According to data from the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Louisiana’s private-sector
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job growth since January 2008 ranks second best in the South
and seventh best in the U.S.

LED Secretary Stephen Moret said, “This impressive ranking is
a  tribute  to  the  professional,  diligent  efforts  of  the
outstanding  staff  at  LED;  the  strong  emphasis  this
administration  has  placed  on  economic  development;  the
consistent support of the legislature for our efforts; and
strong  partnerships  with  regional  and  local  economic
development groups, ports and utilities statewide. Last year
was  marked  by  major  project  announcements  as  well  as
significant  progress  with  previously  announced  projects,
including Benteler Steel/Tube at the Port of Caddo-Bossier,
CenturyLink in Monroe, Crest Industries in Alexandria, Sasol
near Lake Charles, Bell Helicopter in Lafayette, IBM in Baton
Rouge,  Danos  in  the  Bayou  Region,  and  GE  Capital  in  New
Orleans.”

Prior to 2008, Louisiana never ranked among the top 10 states
in  the  U.S.  in  any  national  ranking  of  state  business
climates. Louisiana now places among the Top 10 states in five
national business climate rankings: Area Development,Business
Facilities,  Chief  Executive,  DCI  and  Site  Selection.

Additionally,  Business  Facilities  named  LED  FastStart®  the
nation’s best state workforce training program for the last
five consecutive years, describing the program as “the gold
standard for workforce training solutions.”

The  Site  Selection  rankings  calculate  the  total  points  a
state-level  economic  development  agency  receives  primarily
based on the number of significant, new and expanded facility
announcements. With a score of 408.5, Louisiana finished just
a half-point behind top-rated North Carolina, which scored
409. Texas finished third at 406.

About Site Selection
Site  Selection  magazine  delivers  expansion  planning
information to 48,000 subscribers, many of them employed by



fast-growing firms. It has been published since 1954 by Conway
Inc.  an  international  publishing,  consulting,  association
management and events company headquartered in Atlanta. For
more information, visit www.siteselection.com.

http://www.siteselection.com/

